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As National President of CHW, it has been my 
mandate during my term that we work to make a 
positive difference in the lives of women, children, 
and families. I would never have imagined that 
since my last message, we as global citizens, 
would be dealing with the situation we are 
experiencing right now. As difficult as it is, we 
are all in this together. Regardless of nationality, 
race or socio economic status, everyone has 
been touched by COVID-19, if at the very least 
doing their part to stay home and isolate from our 
community. 

These are unprecedented and challenging 
times and unlike anything we have seen before. 
History has shown that we, the Jewish people, 
have always persevered in times of struggle and 
hardships because we stayed together and this 
time is no different. We have to stay together, to 
protect our home, our country, and our Jewish 
homeland. We can’t neglect Eretz Yisrael in this 
great time of need.

As we approach Pesach, and prepare for our 
Seders in a time of isolation from our family and 
friends, we strive to have a meaningful holiday 
and are hopeful for the future, but more than 
ever, we can’t forget those in need. Our hearts 
go out to the at-risk youth at our children and 
youth villages, CHW Hadassim and CHW Nahalal, 
who are unable to leave and spend time with 
love ones; to the medical teams saving lives and 
treating COVID-19 patients and
other medical emergencies at our hospitals; to 
the patients and their families who are unable to 
be together as they battle for life and breath; and 
to the countless frightened, abused women in our 
WIZO Shelters. They all need our help.

The theme of our Annual Campaign this year is 
Home Is Where the Heart Is. This stands truer than 
we could have imagined. This Passover, please 
open your hearts and help children, women, and 
families at CHW projects in Israel and Canada. As 
always, let’s continue to look out for each other 
and stand united.

I wish all our CHW supporters, donors, volunteers, 
and friends a healthy, meaningful, and peaceful 
Passover holiday and all the best.

Chag Pesach Semeach,

Marilyn Libin
CHW National President
president@chw.ca

CHW passionately supports programs and services for 
Children, Healthcare, and Women in Israel and Canada.

Click to see Passover Greetings from CHW Projects

National Board Member Spotlight: Lynn Gillman
Project Visit: Dr. Stephen and Marilyn Sinclair

COVID-19 Emergancy Response
at Hadassah Hospital

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eYN-S4SEKa0
https://chwblog.tumblr.com/
www.youtube.com/user/CHWOrganization/
https://twitter.com/chwdotca
https://twitter.com/chwdotca
https://www.facebook.com/CanadianHadassahWIZO
www.chw.ca


Board of Directors Spotlight

Someone once said “We don’t meet people by accident. They are meant to cross our 
path for a reason.” You could say three chance meetings changed my life, forever. 
The first was meeting my sister in law who dragged me to my first CHW meeting, 
as she was tired of me telling her I needed to make more friends. My mother and 
grandmothers had been very involved with CHW in Sherbrooke and Montreal, but it 
never occurred to me to join. 

The second person was being introduced to Terry Schwartzfeldz’l at that very first 
meeting.  By the time the evening was over, she had me signed up as a member 
of a new chapter and I never looked back. And the third would be meeting my 
friend, Gina Grant, years ago. It was Gina who encouraged me to make a bigger 
commitment to the organization.

A few years ago, all this directed me to become a Sustainer, and that transformed 
my involvement with CHW. It solidified my commitment to the organization and to the 
state of Israel.  It was so important for me that I make this Annual Campaign pledge to 
ensure that CHW can live up to its mission every day. I became more involved with the 
leadership of the organization when I became the President of CHW Ottawa, and it 
was an honour for me to join the Board of Directors.

In mid January, I travelled to Israel with other board members for the World WIZO EGM. 
We were able to visit some of our projects and I got to see first-hand the connection 
of being a Sustainer, CHW’s projects in Israel, and the very lives we are changing. And 
now, it’s my turn to encourage others to do the same. 

LYNN GILLMAN
CHW Director
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Board of Directors Spotlight

CHW Director

What is the current situation in Israel and at 
Hadassah Hospital? 

There are several interesting issues related to 
COVID-19 that are very particular to Israel. 

The central lab of the Ministry of Health had to 
close down in mid-March because one of the 
staff members became corona-positive. Even 
prior to this, our aim was to increase the capacity 
of testing at Hadassah Hospital and serve the 
nation-wide needs by testing thousands of 
people per day. We have recruited personnel 
from the University, including researchers, lab 
heads, medical and life science students, and 
post-docs.  

I’m very impressed with how they all volunteered 
to join this consortium.  We are expending a small 
lab that served Hadassah Hospitals to a facility 
where we receive hundreds of swabs a day from 
Hadassah and Magen David Adom, and from 
other hospitals nearby.

We have two shifts per day, starting from early 
morning until after midnight.  The aim is to test 
even more people in the coming days. There 
are several obstacles, which include world-wide 
needs and the lack of swabs for testing. We have 
many ideas on how we can produce these in-
house. Another hold-up is the lack of machines 
that test the results accurately and quickly. 

(A testing kit includes:  Stick for virology testing 
+ chemical regents/solution that the swabs are 
placed in.)  

The University, as well as army units are currently 
researching other options to solve these issues, 
and have developed new algorithms to pool 
several samples together.  If they all come back 
negative that’s fine. If some are positive, we can 
split them and there are a lot of mathematics 
behind this. They are also researching how 
many swabs can be pooled together. There are 
several meetings about what research can be 
done in an effort to combat this pandemic. This 
expansion is a collaboration between Hebrew 
University and the Virology Lab.

An Exclusive Interview with Prof. Jacob Strahilevitz, Head of the 
Department of Clinical Microbiology & Infectious Diseases, at Hadassah 
– Hebrew University, Hadassah Hospital, Ein Kerem - Snapshot: Sunday, 
March 22, 2020 -- In his first interview as the new Head of the Infectious 
Diseases Department, Prof Jacob Strahilevitz shares a behind the scenes 
look at Hadassah Hospital’s emergency preparedness and how Israel 
braces itself for a dramatic rise in the number of COVID-19 patients 
requiring critical care in the weeks to come. Professor Jacob Strahilevitz 
studied medicine at Tel Aviv University. Even as a student, he always knew 
that he wanted to be a physician at Hadassah Hospital because it had the 
reputation of being the best hospital in Israel. 
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COVID-19 EMERGANCY RESPONSE  
AT HADASSAH HOSPITAL

COVID-19 Testing performed at Hadassah Hospital



What is the makeup of the Department? 

We have 10 physicians in the infectious disease 
department, who are now also consulting to all 
other departments. The infectious control unit in 
our department has 6 nurses. We also have an 
outpatient clinic, HIV Centre, and Leper Centre 
for Israel. 

Tell us a bit more about your labs.

Our Clinical Microbiology Lab and Virology 
Lab are part of the department. This is unique 
for Israel as unlike other infectious disease 
departments at Hadassah, our labs are all 
integrated.  The needs of the infectious disease 
physicians are immediately translated into the 
way that the clinical microbiology labs and 
virology labs operate. The infection control 
unit collaborates with the infectious disease 
consultations.  We work together. 

How have you expanded your current lab?

I became the Director of the Department just 
as the coronavirus broke out in Israel, so I don’t 
have exact numbers at this time.  We always 
tested for many viruses.  We have 6-7 technicians 
and a Head of Clinical Virology, Prof. Dana Wolf, 
who is also a professor at the Hebrew University. 
Currently, we conduct approximately 300-400 
tests per day. The plan is to increase to 3000 – 
5000 tests per day.  

Who are the people behind the scenes?

The lab technicians are now surrounded by 
so many incredible volunteers from other 
labs throughout the hospital who are here to 
support them. In addition, we have students 
and researchers from the University working in 
interdisciplinary teams to process the samples. 

An issue we face at this time is that the swabs are 
potentially contaminated (if they’re positive for 
COVID-19) and we must protect all those who 
work at the frontline as they swab and conduct 
the initial processing.  We need to protect them 
so that they don’t get infected. Everything is 
managed by following meticulous instructions in 
an extremely protected environment with special 
protective gear and at low pressure.  It’s not easy 
to work in these circumstances and it’s the same 

situation around the world.  Protective personal 
gear is urgently needed not only for doctors and 
nurses who are treating COVID-19 patients, but 
also for those people behind the scenes who are 
processing the tests.

What is the profile of the technicians and 
the team in the Lab? What is the general 
atmosphere?

Most of the people behind the scenes are 
women, including Prof. Dana Wolf, Head of the 
Virology Lab, as well as our Lab Manager. This is 
the same for our Clinical Microbiology Lab.  There 
are Arab and Jewish women who work side by 
side. It’s wonderful to see. 

What is your role and what are your days like? 
How have things changed over the last few 
days?

Hadassah Hospital has a long history of being 
well prepared to deal with disasters - from 
its earliest years and since the first intifada, 
when many suicide bomb attacks occurred in 
crowded public spaces and buses. The Deputy 
Director of Hadassah Ein Kerem was a Senior 
Anesthesiologist and Intensive Care physician at 
that time. 

We have experience with small and large scale 
emergencies and mass casualty disasters, which 
have helped the staff and the leadership with 
our current emergency preparedness plans as 
we combat the COVID-19 pandemic.  Although, 
what we are experiencing now is still far more 
complex.   
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Disinfecting teams patrol outside the hospital.



We continuously plan for the future -- what we 
are going to do in two weeks from now. On the 
one hand, we want to keep the hospital running 
and manage services for our regular patients, 
but on the other hand, we need to prepare for 
what is about to come. We have evacuated 
several departments and are placing coronavirus 
patients there. 

On Friday (March 20), we had our first patient 
in the special Intensive Care Unit set up for 
COVID-19. Everything went smoothly because 
we were prepared. We knew what to do, we 
set protocols on how patients need to enter 
the department, and all personnel had the 
necessary protective equipment. 

Physicians in the department are carefully 
treating patients.  We know that patients are 
facing intense psychological pressure. It’s very 
difficult for them to be in isolation, although there 
are some together interacting in the same unit. 
We see unusually high levels of psychological 
issues and anxiety among the patients. They are 
alone without family allowed in to visit. We try to 
manage this aspect, but it’s still very sad to see. 

Are we where we thought we would be? Where 
we predicted? 

We have been able to contain the situation 
in Israel and at Hadassah. I think the State 
of Israel, in terms of decision making and 
restrictions that were applied and imposed 
progressively, has succeeded in flattening the 
curve, or reducing the rate of expansion of the 
number of coronavirus cases.  At the moment, 
we have not yet faced something that is 
completely overwhelming. Every time a patient 
arrives with COVID-19, I receive a message. I 
thought it would flood suddenly, but it hasn’t 
because the entire healthcare system is working 
corroboratively in Israel. Patients arrive and 
we find the best solutions for them, and other 
solutions for those that are stable enough to 
leave the hospital. 

I don’t see any reason to think that things will 
change in terms of our capacity to cope.  We 
already established that the progression of the 
virus in Israel is slower than other countries, we are 
quite similar to South Korea. While it is difficult, our 
healthcare system will likely not be overwhelmed 
in the foreseeable future. 
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Professor Jacob Strahilevitz 

A Nurse prepares for patient testing



What are the biggest challenges for Hadassah? 
Where does Israel stand compared to the world?

The interaction with the Palestinian Authority (PA) 
has been interesting. We thought that we would 
need to see many patients coming from the PA 
because of their limitations in screening for the 
virus.  

They are very dependent on our medical 
services. We have Arab physicians from the PA 
and patients who come regularly to Hadassah. 
It’s quite an open communication, so we 
expected that if conditions there deteriorate, we 
will see it. 

This is exactly what happened. Two weeks ago, 
I was called to see a patient from the West Bank 
who arrived to the ER with high fever, muscle 
pain, and difficulty breathing. He was very sick, I 
thought it looked like he might have coronavirus. 
I was worried that if he had it, what would we 
do in the emergency department? We hadn’t 
had a case of coronavirus until then and I was 
concerned of spread to the entire department.  
 
At the same time, we had the first indications 
of an outbreak of coronavirus in a hotel in 
Bethlehem. He was a driver for patients around 
Bethlehem. We immediately put him in isolation 
and took a swab. Fortunately, he tested positive 
for regular influenza and negative for COVID-19. 

Yesterday, I saw a physician from Hebron who 
came in to work sick. We asked him to go 
home, but first tested him, and he was positive 
for coronavirus. Throughout the weekend, I 
contacted all medical personnel he was in touch 
with. We informed the PA and all other physicians 
who were in contact with him as they needed 
to be quarantined at home. It’s very difficult to 
contain something that we can’t fully control. 

There are a lot of quarantined healthcare 
workers.  Was this expected? Are we prepared 
for this? 

In Japan, not a single medical personnel was 
infected. In China, a few died.  In Israel, we knew 
what we needed to take care of and avoid; and 
yet, we’re still seeing medical personnel who 
are exposed to the virus and became corona 
positive. 

Unfortunately, many of the infections took place 
during Purim parties and events.  Every day we 
change our instructions because we want the 
team to be protected and feel safe, but we also 
need them to continue working. I speak to all 
the departments about how the virus spreads 
and how we can avoid it. I also talk about the 
importance of good hygiene and try to put 
things into perspective so that they can continue 
to feel safe working in the hospital. Our priority 
is to ensure that everyone stays safe. We don’t 
want to have additional staff exposed to the virus 
and have to close down departments. 

Being at the forefront, what does this period of 
time mean for you?

It’s been a challenging time as I became the 
head of the department just as COVID-19 started 
in Israel. My main focus is on the people, the 
team, and making sure we are all collaborating. 
People are anxious and I need to guide and 
reassure the department. I need to support 
everyone. Right now, most of my time is focused 
on helping all departments, scaling up, accessing 
additional resources and training personnel.  
I became a manager and leader when there 
was a need. This is a priority for Hadassah to 
ensure our needs and requests are met. 
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Project Visit DR. STEPHEN AND MARILYN SINCLAIR

Please share a bit about your background and experience 
with CHW. 

Stephen: “My whole life, my mother was connected 
with CHW in Saskatchewan. She was very active in the 
organization and I remember our home always received 
the ORAH publication. My mother loved CHW and I knew all 
about the wonderful work they did. In my home, Hadassah 
Hospital was always spoken about, from the Chagall 
Windows, to the important work being done.” 

Marilyn: “I became involved in Hadassah when we lived 
in California. As a child, I remember volunteering at the 
Bazaars. When we lived in San Diego, I didn’t know anyone, 
and, as a new mother, I decided to join a Hadassah group 
as a way of getting involved, making friends, and finding 
a new community. In San Diego, I chaired the Education 
Committee. It was my best friend, Annette Filler, who is very 
involved with CHW in Canada, who connected us with 
Alina Ianson, the CHW National Executive Director. We were 
always interested in CHW because of the wonderful work 
they do supporting healthcare, women, and children.”

Have you visited a CHW project before? If so, can you share 
details about your past visits? 

Stephen: “Last year, we visited The Shamir Medical Centre 
(Assaf Harofeh). It was so inspiring. We were able to 
clearly see the wonderful opportunity available at the 
hospital and the need to provide resources to help build 
multidisciplinary breast diagnostic services here. This was 
an exciting opportunity that we felt we could not pass up. 
We were so enthusiastic about the staff’s passion. They took 
us on a tour of the M. Fanny Comprehensive Breast Care 
Institute and explained the deep need for resources to serve 
women throughout Israel with the newest breast diagnosis 
techniques. We had a wonderful experience and we left 

feeling fortunate to be able to contribute to the care of 
women in Israel when it comes to breast diagnostic services.” 

What motivated you to visit a CHW Project? 

Stephen: “There were three major motivations for visiting The 
Shamir Medical Centre (Assaf Harofeh). The first, was our 
feeling about CHW as an organization. Throughout our lives, 
we have known about the wonderful work that CHW does 
for communities both in Israel and in Canada. It was a big 
part of our decision to focus on a project that contributes 
to communities. The second, with my background as 
a physician, I have been able in my career to see the 
tremendous need to help in all aspects of healthcare. 
Marilyn and I are passionate about healthcare, and to have 
the opportunity to help. The third reason was that the focus 
of this institute, and knowing the women being helped, 
made the decision to give easy for us.”

Marilyn: “Many people we know, including Stephen’s 
mother, had breast cancer. We are aware of the impact 
that breast cancer can have on women and their families.”

Please share your impressions of the CHW Project visited 
today. 

Stephen: Today’s visit has left us very gratified. To see that 
the vision that CHW, together with The Shamir Medical 
Centre (Assaf Harofeh), has for enhancing breast diagnostic 
services within Israel come to life is remarkable. Last year, 
during our visit, we learned about this vision, and this year, 
we are here seeing it blossoming. Coming back today to 
see the equipment in use already, helping so many women 
in early detection and care, is very rewarding. It is also so 
gratifying to see the passion of those able to provide these 
services with the help of the new equipment. We feel very 
encouraged that our decision to help through our donation 
is already showing results and holds tremendous promise for 
increasing the number of women and families in Israel who 
will benefit from this equipment.” 

Marilyn and Stephen Sinclair visited The Shamir Medical Centre (Assaf Harofeh). Here is what they 
had to say after their last trip to Israel:
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Dr. Arazi speaking with the Sinclairs



CHW encourages you, along with your family or friends, to visit CHW projects to see the good work that comes 
through your support. To learn more contact the CHW National Office at info@chw.ca or phone 1-855-477-5964.

What has surprised you most about the project on your 
visit? 

Stephen: “I was not surprised, but rather delighted in 
the quality of the images that can now be obtained 
as a result of the new equipment. The images are 
provided in such an efficient manner and in a way that 
brings so much comfort to women in Israel. To see, up 
close, how this equipment improves both efficiency 
and comfort for these women who rely on these 
services to maintain their health is wonderful.” 

What were the highlights of your visits? A memorable 
moment? Something you will go back home and share 
with your family and friends?  

Stephen: “When we go home, we will tell our family 
and friends how delighted we were to see our 
donation bearing fruit and already helping women in 
Israel to get better management for breast disease. We 
will share how encouraged we are that our decision to 
provide a gift to help bring these services to so many 
women in need was a very good choice.”

Marilyn: “I felt emotional to see the names of my in-
laws on the wall. Both of my in-laws loved Israel, and 
my father-in-law loved my mother-in-law, who herself 
had breast cancer. She was also part of CHW. So today 
it felt we had come full circle. Our family feels good 
knowing that all of their passions are being fulfilled in 
one gift.” 

Why do you feel it is important to visit Israel? And CHW 
Projects? 

Stephen: “Marilyn and I feel close to our family in Israel 
and to the people in Israel. We both have very strong 

Jewish identities and Israel plays a significant role all of 
our lives. We are very active in the Jewish community 
in Toronto, trying to help Jewish causes which are 
important and dear to our hearts.”

Marilyn: “As a child of a Holocaust survivor, Israel was a 
core part of our identity, our dreams, and goals. When 
something good would happen in Israel, we would 
always cheer, and when something bad happened, 
we would cry. Israel is a part of our lives and sewn into 
the fabric of our daily lives.”

Based on your visits, why do you feel it is important to 
help those in Israel and support CHW? 

Marilyn: “There are many good causes in the world, but 
it is the responsibility of all Jews to ensure that Israel is 
supported as a foremost priority, because if not us, then 
who?” 

Stephen: “Again, as Israel is central to our Jewish 
identity and to the Jewish people, part of our thinking 
and prayers, it is dear to our hearts. We feel that Israel is 
essential to the Jewish people. Israel plays a key role in 
helping repair the world in so many ways. Just as Israel 
helps the broader community, we want to help Israel to 
make it stronger to help others.”

What would you like to share with other CHW members 
about your visit?

Marilyn: “I was most impressed with CHW and the staff’s 
level of professionalism in making this donation such a 
rewarding experience for us.”

Stephen: “CHW helped facilitate every aspect of our 
donation and made this experience so much easier for 
us to know that this was right choice for us. We feel very 
good about CHW. 

Marilyn: “We encourage everyone to do the same!” 
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New equipment installed at the Breast Biopsy Unit

Stephen and Marilyn posting with the Sinclair Plaque



Tell us about your Lifecycle Events! 
E-mail your news to Jennifer Ierullo, CHW Outreach and 

Events Coordinator at jennifer@chw.ca. 
We will do our best to include all submissions.

• Past National President Sandy Martin, new granddaughter, Iza Fisher
• CHW Director Fran Luborsky, birthday
• CHW National First Vice President Elayna Latsky, birthday
• CHW Director Roslyn Joseph, birthday
• CHW Director Shelley Fine, birthday
• Past National Director Judy Zelikovitz, new granddaughter, Madeline Lyla Ferguson
• CHW Director Lynn Gillman, new granddaughter, Maya Halle Kaminsky Watson
• Past National President Judy Mandleman, birthday
• Past National President Sandy Martin, birthday
• Past National President Claudia Goldman, birthday
• Past National President Marion Mayman, birthday
• Past National President Marla Dan, on receiving an Honorary Doctorate Degree 

from the University of Tel Aviv

• Jacqueline Sheinerz’l, National Advisory Board member
• Sonia Zukerz’l, mother of Past National Director, Susan Balinsky
• Tully Griefz’l, father of Past CHW Montreal Co-President, Rhonda Schwartz

National President 
Marilyn Libin 

National Directors
Tali Baum
Shelley Fine
Lynn Gillman
Roslyn Joseph

National Executive Director 
Alina Ianson

National  BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Elayna Latsky
Fran Luborsky
Kathie Norris
Brondell Shapiro 

Immediate Past President
Debbie Eisenberg

Mazel Tov!
Lifecycle  EVENTS

In Memory of...
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Save the Date
Saturday, October 24, 2020

 
Tribute Gala in Honour of

Marilyn Libin
National President

Details to come: www.chw.ca

 
National Conference and AGM

Sunday, October 25, 2020

Calgary, AB

www.chw.ca



